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Youth in Juvenile Detention Center- Biloxi, Mississippi 
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Another youth, a year prior to his 
sentence.  Age 15 when sentenced 
to adult prison. 
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A 2010 University of  Michigan study 

found that more than 20% of  the state’s 

prisoners — about 10,000 inmates out of  

a population of  45,000 — had severe 

mental disabilities.  

 

The same study found that 65% of  the 

10,000 with severe mental disabilities had 

received no treatment in the previous 12 

months.” 

A Look Inside Our Prisons: 



• Currently there is one (1) Recipient Rights Specialist for the 

mentally ill in the entire prison system.   Jails - Have none. 

 

• Many prisoners with mental illness are unable to conform to the 

Department’s rules.  They often wind up in long-term segregation 

as a result.   

 

• Mentally ill prisoners who are outside of  the in-patient psychiatric 

housing units cannot receive medication on an as-needed bases.  

 

• Placement in segregation often leads to further deterioration of  

their mental health and increased acting out. 

 

• Security management may then involve the use of  restrictions 

(water, electricity, paper, or other) restraints, chemicals or 

hogtying. 

 

• Mentally ill prisoners often have new felony charges pressed as 

a result of  their behavior in segregation. 

 

  

 

FACTS ABOUT THE SYSTEM:  



“Many of  these prisoners end up among the 

thousand or so held in administrative 

segregation in Michigan. MDOC administrators 

acknowledge that the percentage of  prisoners 

with mental illness in segregation is probably 

higher than in the overall population. Prisoners 

in segregation are handcuffed when they leave 

their cells, eat off  serving trays pushed 

through the slots of  steel doors, and generally 

lack the few privileges extended to those in 

general population, such as telephone calls, 

contact visits and television.” 
 
Shackled in Solitary: Prisoners with Mental Illness in Michigan’s Prisons 
Solitary Watch by Jean Casella and James Ridgeway February 5, 2012  

 

Michigan In The News 



The Impact of  Incarceration on 
Families and Children… 

Families often feel walled off, uninformed and  

unable to get information about their loved one. 

 



1000 W. ST. JOSEPH HWY. SUITE 400 

LANSING, MI  48915 

PHONE:  517-515-5787 

familyparticipationprogram@gmail.com 

www.familyparticipationprogram.com 

Host:  Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency 

Purpose of the Program: 
 

   Reach out to families and friends of the incarcerated 

 

  Provide resources, information and support   

 

 Bring awareness within the community 
 

Four Pilot Sites:   

 
Macomb – Detroit              Brooks/West Shoreline – Muskegon         Central Michigan – St. Louis 

 

 Volunteer Family Advocates trained to assist other families.   

 Informational Posters are in four pilot  facilities for visitors and prisoners.   

 Community workshops being held to provide support to loved ones. 

 Family Advisory Board to Corrections Administration being created. 

  

 


